ESSAYS: POLITICAL AND NATIONAL
hill men, the coolies for each stage being drawn:
from the parganas situated near it.
Then the work of the Public Works and
Forest Departments developed in the hills.
Materials for various rest houses and other
conveniences were required in the far interior,
and for them also the forced labour of the
hill men along the road was requisitioned.
Later the Forest Department, which hitherto
had been devoting itself to conservation, deve-
loped ambitious plans to become a Govern-
ment Lumber Company, and these plans, in
addition to other hardships, entailed a stiil
further extension of the use of forced labour.
Not only did these two departments require
the cheap begar coolies for carrying up the
iron sheets, coal tar, and other material they
required for themselves, but they obtained per.,
mits for their contractors to make use of
them. The last time I went to Simla, I
saw a long line of begar coolies carry-
ing up iron-roof sheets for the Forest
Department. Then with the growth of traffic
Jn the hills the original allowance of paid.
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